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Morale was verv low in the PS because the guards were stationed far from towns and
in isolated border areas which often had been evacuated of all civilians. There was
also very litlhle free time for members of the PS.

Many members of the PS were applying for transfers to the Army; these transfers were
however, granted in very rare instances, Some members of the PS were nervous and sh
at shadows while on guard. Other PS men were afraid to be out ‘alone at night, and
many of them, especially the very religious Slovaks, refused to shoot at suspected
jllegal border crossers, The conscientious objectors were usually teamed with true

_ Communists when on parols.

The PS had poor PX facilities, but officers going to big cities usually brought
supplies for. .the PS men, Leaves were given only to those EM of the PS who excelled
in their duties and to thoss who had captured illegal border crossers. A leave was
usually for the period of four dayss No member of the PS had more than thres leaves
snmually, gome only one and others no leave at all dguring their entire term of servi
A1l memb-~-~ of the PS were very rssentful at Christmas (1951 because none of them re-
ceivecd leaves whereas the Army did grant leaves to its members. Morale in the PS wa
not affected adversely by food since it was much better than in the Army.

Low morale is also indicated by the manyPS deserbiongs.At tlie end of 1951 or in the
beginning of 1952, six unidentiiied EM of' the 9 P8 Brigade deserted, In January 195
thres EM of the 7 PS Brigade deserted. O©neyincidentally, returned to the CSR in
February 1952, was apprehended in March of that year in Klatovice and was accused
of being an agent of the Western Powers.
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In April or May 1952, illegal leaflets were found in the area near
8usice. These leaflets, which called on the people to rebal against
the Czech regime, still had wet ink on them. The PS believed that they
had originated in the CSR and that they had not been disseminated bY 551

outside agencles. The STB traced the leaflets to an empty building
near the Susice cemetery, but did not find anyone there.)
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